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PROTECTING THE SAFETY AND WELLBEING OF VICTORIA'S
CHILDREN

The Govarmmsni continies it commitment to Victoria's children, with additione! investment [
200607 to protact the safety and waitbeing of children across the State Dy supporting the
implamentation and child protection reform objectives of the new Chifdgren, Youlf sind Femilies
Agt 2005, Child profection reforms will promote prevention and suppor servicas for ab-risk
farnilies, strangthen child protection and out-of-home care senvices and assist the delivery of
cuftursily sppropriate senices fo Aboriginal children and famitlas,

2006-07 VICTORIAN BUDGET

Implementing the Children, Youth and Familiss Act 2005

Ag part of Government's child welfars law mfomn, the 2008-07 Budget aliceates & further 32035
rriflbion (E150.7 millon over four years) 1o suppoit the implementation of the new Chiidren, Youlh
ard Famifies Act 2008 that underping 8 new model for the chikd and family services system. The
funding builds on the inveatmenl of $75.17 millien over 4.5 years (514,60 milion in 2006-07) o
protect the gafaly of childran in care that wes announced whan the leoizlation peseed througn
Parfimment in late 2005,

The rew initiztives wil strangthen prevenion and eupport sandoes for at-rislk famiBes, maintain a
cuntinued focuz on improving sanvics quallty wihin child prtection sendcas and out-of-home
cane, and provide wider scoess to ofturally approgriale sendces for Aboriging! children and
famidies.

Eady intervention and prevention - 57.72 miiffon (352,30 millon over four years)

Fundireg of $5.22 million growlng to $11.3% midilian is sllocsted o finelise the establishment of
Family Support innovation Projects aoross the remainder of the State. These projacts hova basn
succassful i redicing the growth in chidd pmlection nodifications and substantinted cazes of child
abuss by providing addiionsl support to vuinerabie familles. In 2006-07 tan naw prodects Borhoss
bwenty iocal govemment areas are planned,

Chuirerch capacity will akso ba astablished i edating Indlgenous Family Support Innowation
Froigcls to provide region wide coverage in Indigsnous families in the Deparfment of Human
Saervics regions of Eastern Metropoiitan, Barwon South Westem, Grampians, Morth and YWast
Fetropolitsn and Soulhemn Metropolitan,

s E1.61 miiilan growing to $2.22 million is provided {o develop and operate community intaka
senacas o sesisl familes in providing for the safety ang wellbeing of their childran. Undar the
raw [eqisiation community intake workers will aasess referrais amd refer famillas 1o servicss
where woluntary assiztanoe iz able to maat ihair needs and keap thelr children safe and wel
and formally rapor maitecs o child protection whara staisiony intervention is requirsd

lumes Services
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= Am mnitial budget allocation of $295,000 wifl commence service planning to assist child
pratection senvices to respond more formadly to the new leglsiative reguirements for treating
sexuaily abusive 10-14 yesr aids.  The new legislive provisions inciuds the capaeily o
mandain treatment o childrn who exhibi saoually sbusive bebaviowr. The mandating of
treatment f3 echeduled to commence in 2007-08 and additional funds of $TS0.000 &0 2007-08
growing 10055, 17 melilon recurrently from 2009-10 have been provided to sirengthsn the
capacly o Ireal young sexual offenders and, I necessary, pace them sway from homse,

Gruater stability for children in care - 37.81 million ($27.45 millon over four years)

Significent adddicnal funding has been allocatad to deliver mose stable care for chikdren, This
funding will enabhe the chid profection sendos 1o provide Intenzive support 1o families, children
and carers o ensure the safely and wellbeing of children, The finding wil help to keep families
together snd wharm possibla to return childran homae safaly, Suppart will Ba provided o areund
420 famifes a year to regain custody of thedr children. Where this ts not possible, the funding will
asaiel In develapang slahle aflsrmalive arrangerments for the =are of the children by providing
bhmkerage lurding for senace inlareandions and enabdng The resruilmant of 340 ohild desvedopaent
waorkers in regions (o coordineta thesa sanvices,

Improved safety and wellbeing of chifdren - 313.08 milffon ($56.85 million ower four years)

& 5540 milion ($22 42 over four years) will be provided to improve the quality of aut-of-home
care ganioes. These funds will enabie pgences o beflor respond 1o the complix noeds of
vt children who have suffered significant abuse and been placed into the homes of voluntee:
feoales carars, Tha funding will support community earviee organisstions o provide mare
intensive assistance to these carers and Lo thee chdldren pladesd in i canre, Funds have also
Deen prowvided bo develop and prinide mandatory Imining and approval procassas of carsrs
and o atrenglhen compeatency-based irsining for resldential care staff.

= £2.05 milkon (58,5 million over four YBEME) L0 provide g health pasessmdnt of @ childron upon
Blacement in out-of-home care to asceriain hedr iressimen nesds and o provide 8 basalins for
FEses5INg headln and developmenl while they ars in oul-cf-home cars

#3254 millon {S74.7 milion over four years) to investigate rapeat notifications o suppest thi
e Ayl Ihal spetis oul that harm may be constituted by B singie scl amission of dncuemstance
o gbCumulate through a seres of condinuing acls, omissions or crcumstances. This
lagislative reguirement recognises the noed for tha child protaction syatem 1o proactivaly
infervene to prevant tha impact of cumulstive harm on the wedlbaing and development of
children. An additional 40 child pratection workess will be recriiied fo enable fhis work to be
underiaken.

* 52,00 milion in 200807 growing 1o 53,73 million recurrently 5 sBacatad o help vaung peagls
lesrvirny are withouwt farnily support to make the iransibon to edulibong, This will asss

implemantation of reguiremeants under the new Ad o suppor young people l=aving State cane
untll the age of 21,

Aporiginal (nitiatives - 51,64 milNion (314,07 million over four years)

§1.64 miilion in 2005-07 growing to $4.7 million recurrently is aliocated to boost suppart for
Aborigenal children and young people. Iniiatives will promode earlier intersention and mons
culturally approprisle serice responsas (o beter maintain Abarigingl children's cannection [
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making and restoraiion to Abonginal popuiation centres across the State,

e Expand services to mothers of infants and young children to prevent the development of care
patterns that trigger child protection reports.

+ Expand the involvement of Aboriginal workers in child protection investigations.

Additional 2006-07 funding for implementing the Children Youth and Famifies
Act 2005

Child protection and out-of-home care services were boosted in November 2005 by an extra
§75.17 million over 4.5 years. This funding was provided to support the implementation of the
newly passed Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, Funding of $14.60 miilion was provided for
20086-07 to:

» Establish a registration system and a system of independent reviews of all Community Service

Organisations {CS0s) delivering out-of-home care and community based child and family care
SEMNICes.

= Develop a register of all approved carers of children in out-of-home care and mechanisms lo
investigate complaints about carers and to disqualify them from caring if on the balance of
probabilities the complaints are substantiated.

« Strengthen the contract management of CSOs by regional offices.

« Create a Standards Monitoring Unit to improve child protection case practice.

» |ncrease training for child protection managers.

s Establish a new paediatric forensic unit.

« Establish a new model of therapeutic foster care.
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