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In brief...

Call: 9416 4292 or access 
carer support online: 

Carer Information and 
Support Service:

The Foster Care Association of Victoria’s 
Carer Information and Support Service  
(CISS) provides confidential, independent 
support to all foster carers in Victoria. Are 
you a current foster carer? Do you have 
questions about your role? Are you having 
issues you need to discuss with someone?  

FCAV is funded through the State 
Government of Victoria and is grateful 
for the support of agency subscribers 
and the below foundation grants.

Message from the CEO
The year is well underway and I hope it’s been a successful start for 
you and your family. I’m really pleased that the Foster Care Association 
is able to offer full scholarships to four carers to this year’s National 
Foster and Kinship Care Conference in Darwin and I would urge all 
carers who can, to make an application (see next page). As you’ll read, 
our Carer Members find attendance at conferences so inspiring and 
the feedback always reflects the opportunity to feel part of a larger picture making positive 
changes in young people’s lives. I would like to thank the delegates for their excellent 
feedback from the International Foster Care Organisation (IFCO) Conference held in Sydney 
last year and for providing their key take-home messages for everyone to read. 

We are also excited to be working with the new recruitment drive “Fostering Connections” 
(more on page 4) which is working to draw more carers into the system and aims to 
provide a clearer and more supportive path to becoming a foster carer. 

The Foster Care Association was pleased with the Minister’s announcement of increased 
carer reimbursements last year, however, we’re also keenly aware that the increase does 
not fully cover the deficit being faced by carer households and we are committed to 
continuing our push for Government to recognise the extra $88 per week, per child that 
foster care households must receive, just to achieve parity with carers in other states of 
Australia. 

We will continue to hold a place at the table, advocating for more support, training and 
reimbursement for carers throughout 2016. As always, it is your voice that needs to be 
heard, so please contact us and feed into the conversation whenever you can. 

Katie Hooper,  
Chief Executive Officer, Foster Care Association of Victoria

Advocacy
Advice
Information

Become an 
FCAV member 
today

• Updates to FCAV Information Sheets - Both the Centrelink and Education 
Supplements have been updated for 2016. Each supplement is a handy guide 
to benefits and assistance available to carers, children and young people. The 
Centrelink Supplement covers assistance available from the Commonwealth 
Government. The Education Supplement contains information regarding subsidies, 
programmes and other assistance available to assist with schooling costs. Go to: 
http://www.fcav.org.au/carer-resources/information-sheets

• IFCO 2015 Presentations – Presentations from IFCO 2015 are now available on the 
conference website at  http://www.ifco2015.com/  As expressed on pages 4 & 5 of 
this month’s newsletter, the conference presentations were thoughtful and thought-
provoking for carers, practitioners and policy makers.

• Media – The Herald Sun recently published some excellent carer stories as part of the 
Fostering Connections campaign. Read about these inspiring carers here: 
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/victorian-foster-carers-needed-to-
address-shortage/news-story/07d4820a1b395f2cedcab45af6ab1b17

• Permanency for Children Fact Sheet – Carers will all be aware that changes to 
Children’s Court orders will take place on 1 March 2016. To explain these changes, 
the Department of Health and Human Services has 
prepared a Fact Sheet which all carers should receive 
before March (more information on page 7).

You’re invited to support ‘The Home 
Stretch’, a campaign calling on state 
governments to allow the option to 
extend state care for those in Out of 
Home Care from 18 to 21 years. To be a 

part of this important call for change, take a look at the 
website: www.thehomestretch.org.au or  
email: extendingcareto21@anglicarevic.org.au.  
For further information/enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact Irina Stojcevska on the above email or phone: 
9412 6199. 

• The Australian Childhood Foundation website hosts a range of 
useful articles and links to information, as well as the list of their 
training seminars: http://www.childhood.org.au.

www.fcav.org.au/carer-
support-service

Front cover image: Animal handling 
for children at the recent Fostering 
Connections launch at Melbourne 
Museum. See page 7 for more...

Did you know?  
The No Jab, No Play 
legislation is in effect. 
This legislates for the 
full immunisation of all 
Victorian children before 
they can access childcare 
services, with a grace 
period for children in Out 
of Home Care (see pg 3).

.



fcav newsletter February 2016  3

Carer ConferenCe 
Opportunity

Scholarships available... 
We are now taking applications to join 
the Foster Care Association of Victoria’s 
contingent at the 2016 National Foster 
and Kinship Care (NFKC) Conference. 

The NFKC Conference is being held from 
9-11 June, 2016 at the Darwin Convention 
Centre, Northern Territory. 

The Foster Care Association will provide 
all registration, accommodation and travel 
costs for four (4) carer members.

*Please note that the conference runs 
over a national long weekend which you 
may need to consider before you apply.

As part of the scholarship, The Foster 
Care Association will require your 
written feedback and learnings from the 
conference and invite you to present 
these learnings either to your agency, a 
Carer Support Group or to the Foster Care 
Association. 

Express your interest via email by 29th 
March 2016 and include your response 
to these questions:

1. Why would you like to attend the 
conference?

2. How will you present your learnings?

Please email your name, home and/or 
mobile phone numbers, home address, 
and your agency to:  
competition@fcav.org.au or call the 
Foster Care Association office on:  
9416 4292. 

Carers who have attended the National 
Conference in the past have come back 
with knowledge, a deeper understanding 
of their role and also having gained a 
greater sense of community, recognition 
and an increased support network. 

Apply now to attend this amazing 
conference in a wonderful part of 
Australia! Applications close 29 March 
2016. Winning applicants will be notified 
in early April 2016.

FCAV will aim to provide 
this opportunity to 
carers who have not 
attended a conference 
in the past 4 years. We 
will be able to assist with 
all costs associated. All 
applications considered. 
Be quick!

Grief and Loss 
TraininG... As foster carers, you 

have opened 
your hearts 
and homes 
to children in 
need. Often 
you have 
accepted a 
child who has 
many issues 
to deal with 
and you have 
taken on the 
huge task 
of teaching 
them to 

trust, love, care and become responsible 
or independent by patterning such 
behaviour. You may or may not have 
developed close bonds. The end of a 
placement can be heart-wrenching for 
you, your family and the child in care. 
There is no way that separation can 
be made easy and painless and many 
times the associated feelings are not 
acknowledged and worked through.  

The Foster Care Association is facilitating 
free training across 13 locations in 
Victoria, “Life After Loss: Its effect on 
the developing child and you.” 

We encourage all foster carers to arrange 
to attend one of the sessions on offer (see 
back cover). 

To complement the training, we are 
offering one foster carer member the 
opportunity to win a copy of Dr Vera 
Fahlberg’s book,  ‘A Child’s Journey 
Through Placement’.  This text shares 
insights helping children and their carers 
to cope with these challenges. 

To be in the running to win a copy, please 
email by Tuesday 15th March 2016 with 
the subject header “Child’s Journey” and 
in the body of the email tell us how you 
take care of your family, yourself and 
the foster child, to counter the feelings 
of loss and grief because the placement 
is ending or has ended? Please send 
your name, home and/or mobile phone 
numbers, home address, and your agency 
affiliation to: competition@fcav.org.au 
or call the Foster Care Association office 
on: 9416 4292. 

Carer Giveaways! 
Shopping Vouchers... Carer Members to win...
No sooner has the year got underway than we start looking forward to another round 
of school holidays which includes Easter for those who celebrate it. The Foster Care 
Association would like to help carer member households with their school holiday 
or Easter purchases and is giving away six (6) x $50 vouchers, valid for any Coles or 
Woolworths supermarket throughout Victoria. (If you live in a regional area with a different 
supermarket, please let us know and we will source vouchers closest to you). 

To be in the running to win a voucher, email us by Friday 11 March 2016.  Please email 
your name, home and/or mobile phone numbers, home address, and your agency to:  
competition@fcav.org.au or call the Foster Care Association office on:  9416 4292.  Use 
the subject header “Shopping voucher”, and in the body of the email tell us the phone 
number for the new “Fostering Connections” hotline and specify the voucher you’ll need.  

New Legislation 
'No Jab, No Play'
 
The Victorian Government’s new No 
Jab, No Play law came into place on 
January 1st 2016. While, broadly speaking, 
children will need to be fully immunised 
or on a vaccination catch-up program, 
vulnerable and disadvantaged children 
will be eligible to access early childhood 
education and care services under a grace 
period, without having provided proof 
of up-to-date immunisation. The grace 
period is for 16 weeks, commencing the 
date the child first attends the service.

Children eligible to be enrolled under the 
grace period include:  

• children evacuated from their place 
of residence due to an emergency 
such as a flood or bushfire;

• children in emergency care within 
the meaning of section 3(1) of the 
Children, Youth and Families Act 
2005; 

• children in the care of an adult who 
are not the child's parent due to 
exceptional circumstances such as 
illness or incapacity;

• children identified as Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander

• children whose parents hold a health 
care card, a pensioner concession 
card, a Veterans Affairs Gold or White 
card;

• children from a multiple birth of 
triplets or more

• any other circumstance specified in 
the guidelines made by the Secretary 
to the Department of Health and 
Human Services.

More detailed information is available at:

  
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-
health/immunisation/vaccination-
children-adolescents/no-jab-no-play
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Feedback  from ifCo

Carer Information 
& Support Service

The Carer Information and Support Service (CISS) at FCAV provides 
free, confidential and independent advice, information and advocacy 
to Victorian foster carers covering all areas of foster care.  You do not 
need to be a member of the Association to access CISS, however we 
recommend all foster carers become members to ensure you receive all 
the information, assistance and resources available to you.

If you would like more information, contact the CISS team between 
9am-5pm, Monday to Friday on 9416 4292 or visit our website  
www.fcav.org.au under the Carer Resources menu to see the FCAV’s 
range of Information Sheets. 

Early Start 
Early Start Kindergarten provides free or 
low cost kindergarten to eligible three (3) 
year old children where:
• programs are offered by a qualified 

teacher. 
• the child is aged three (3) by 30 April 

in the year they will be attending a 
kindergarten program, and:

• the child is Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander; or 

• has had contact with Child Protection 
(or been referred by them to Child 
FIRST).

For further information contact your local 
kindergarten or council and visit: http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/
parents/kindergarten/pages/earlystart.
aspx.
Note: Applications for Early Start 
Kindergarten funding are made by the 
service on your behalf and the grant is paid 
directly to the service.  

inside Ciss advoCaCy: carer story 
A newly recruited foster carer contacted the Carer Information and Support Service, 
concerned that she was experiencing difficulty accessing respite breaks, had not 
received a carer information pack from her agency and no care team meetings were 
occurring. She had addressed this with her agency worker but remained dissatisfied 
and frustrated with the worker’s response to her concerns.

CISS staff recommended that she raise these concerns with the worker’s Team 
Leader and seek to meet with both the Team Leader and worker to seek a resolution. 
The carer was also provided with the following FCAV Information Sheets – About 
Care Teams, Building and Maintaining 
Effective Relationships, and Respite Care.

FCAV always encourages carers to 
address concerns via their agency’s own 
resolution processes, including formal 
complaint procedures. All carers have a 
right to express concerns and to seek a 
resolution directly with their agency.

If you have an issue or inquiry you’d like 
to discuss with CISS, please don’t hesitate 
to call: 9416 4292

IFCO Conference 2015

FCAV was pleased to be represented 
by staff, board members and carers 
at the recent International Foster Care 
Organisation (IFCO) Conference, “Tell 
Someone Who Cares” held in Sydney 
last year. The conference provided over 
1000 delegates with many opportunities 
for carers to share their stories and to 
be inspired by speakers from across the 
world. 

Presentations by CISS Coordinator, Leigh 
Hillman, and FCAV Board Member, Gail 
Walton, were well-received and it was 
great to see Victorian carers attending 
and a range of presentations by Victorian 
agencies.  

Pam Nelson - Eaglemont

“To have so many people in one room 
from around the world with a single 
directed agenda has been supporting, 
inspiring and action initiating. I have met 
many people who bring experience and 
passion for this area. 

Personally, I have been moved to work 
with the attraction of fostering. Do we 
have low retention because we are 
marketing with the wrong message? How 
do we tap in to the message from word 
of mouth, and how do we attract more 
than a foster family and instead a foster 
community for each child? 

And, as a last thought, one of the things 
I noticed is some of the weight of the 
journey for some of the people travelling 
this road. I don’t have an answer yet, but I 
will continue to investigate and champion 
for all of us to be empowered to ask 
for what we need/want while seeing it 
through a positive lens.”

Special thanks must be made to the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services for funding a number of 
carers’ attendance at the Conference. 
The Department’s support each year is 
invaluable and greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to all FCAV delegates for 
providing the lessons and feedback 
below:

Roger Burton - Glenrowan

“I was able to compare how OOHC 
systems differ from our own and came 
home with renewed vigour to advocate 
for significant reforms to our Victorian 
model.  I was able to approach leading 
academics on what they felt was the way 
forward for us in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere. 

I couldn’t recommend this experience 
enough, particularly to new carers so they 
can reflect on the shared experience of so 
many and  realise what a special role they 
provide in giving the community’s most 
vulnerable the opportunity to not just 
survive but thrive.”

  Dear carers, staying in   
touch is important.  
 
Moved? Changed agencies?  
New phone number?  
 
Please visit our website, call or 
email FCAV to provide your 
new details:  
 
Ph:  9416 4292  
E: admin@fcav.org.au 
W:  www.fcav.org.au

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten/pages/earlystart.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten/pages/earlystart.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten/pages/earlystart.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten/pages/earlystart.aspx
http://www.fcav.org.au/membership/update-details
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Nicole Misurelli (President) -  
Northern Metro

“A highlight was an inspiring young woman 
who has set up a forum for young people to 
advocate for ‘What helps and What Harms,’ 
- Jessica Grimm of West Chester, New York.  
Her organisation is called Brave Hearts and 
I had thought we should tell and encourage 
some of our practitioners, youth agencies 
and the Minister to look at this model.

There were also some great ideas and 
presentations from our contemporaries on 
some practical supports to foster carers.  
Deb Collard (Berry Street) and Gail Walton 
(WestCare and a previous Board member) 
presented their program on support to 
children whose parents undertake foster 
care.”

Lisa Scott - Gippsland

“IFCO was unbelievable. We learnt so much 
about trauma and found that times when a 
child is displaying challenging behaviours, 
is when the child needs your love the most. 
We also learnt about the teenage brain and 
how it is “shut for renovations” – allowing a 
teenager’s brain to complete its programing 
and development, particularly the part of 
the brain that deals with emotions and 
problem solving. No wonder we don’t really 
get much from teenagers and they can 
make poor decisions during this time - it’s 
totally normal!”

Krysia Rozanska (Vice President) - 
Bayside

“IFCO did a brilliant job. It was good being 
part of the Victoria community, getting to 
know other carers and seeing my agency, 
Berry Street, having a presence both with a 
stand and speakers.  

OzChild also gave a good presentation 
of their research into matching the right 
workers with carers. I was very proud of 
Leigh. It was a little disappointing that there 
was no representation from DHHS. 

There was a strong NSW presence and they 
seem more advanced than Victoria. The 
international carers and organisers were 
confused by the differences in the Australian 
system. 

Deborah Lee Furness presented very well 
about adoption, as it was also National 
Adoption Awareness Week. 

It made me realise foster carers are a 
powerful group when working together.” 

Katrina Lynch - Eastern Metro

“The conference itself was so well run and 
the venue was fantastic at The Star Casino 
(beautiful view).  Food and service was also 
excellent.  Our hotel was a five minute walk 
to the venue.  The conference itself was so 
professional. There were so many speakers 
from all over the world talking about many 
subjects about foster care, adoption, trauma, 
behaviours, challenges, stigmas, the young 
person’s brain and support networks.”

Deb Winter (Board Member) - 
Geelong

“With over 950 people and 
24 international countries 
represented. I loved hearing 
about how Deborah Lee Furness 
had used her celebrity status to 
make a difference for children 
in need all over the world. I was 
encouraged to tell our messages 
to anyone who will listen and 
be a better ambassador for 
fostering.

On reflection, of all I heard, I have 
been inspired to think about how 
I introduce the children I have in my care. 
No longer will I say “these are our foster 
children “, but rather with their permission 
(where possible), introduce them by their 
first name and say that they are children 
staying with us while they are living out of 
home. I was challenged to think about how 
being introduced to strangers as a foster 
child to strangers must feel, and I am sure it 
would not be good. 

I left the conference feeling exhausted yet 
overwhelmingly excited about the future. 
The words and information from the retiring 
president of IFCO gave me hope that we 
have the opportunity to start working as one 
organisation across the world with shared 
goals and passions for the needs of children 
and families into the future.”

Anthea Taylor - Bendigo

“There were many highlights.  It was 
wonderful to meet and chat with so many 
other foster carers from around the world, 
many of whom could speak of experiences 
closely aligned to our own. It was both 
inspiring and encouraging to meet people 
with far greater experience and a longer 
track record in foster care.  At the dinner, 
I sat at a table with an elderly man whose 
wife had recently passed away but he was 
continuing to care for three young boys – 
what an inspiration!

I found two of the speakers particularly 
inspirational – Kevin Brown from USA 
and Danielle Douglas from Ireland had 
both been in foster homes when they 
were children and their stories were truly 
remarkable. When Danielle told us her 
story there were strong 
parallels with our foster 
child and it provided new 
clues to understanding 
multiple identities.  
Danielle’s talk, along 
with messages from 
indigenous presenters, encouraged me to 
make a greater effort in helping our child 
to discover more about her Aboriginal 
heritage.  These speakers were living proof 
that with the right care and encouragement, 
our foster children can have fruitful and 
happy lives and they need not be defined by 
their past. 

Nathan Wallis from New Zealand explained 
brain development and the teenage brain 
in a brilliant way and as a result I will make 
changes to the way I sometimes question 
our 14 year old. I was reminded, once again, 
of the importance of responding rather 
than reacting to her sometimes challenging 
behavior.”

Rachel Kent - Gippsland

“It was a fantastic chance to hear 
presentations from foster care organisations 
all over the world and to network with other 
carers. It was really inspiring and validating 
as a carer to hear how foster carers and 
agencies all over Australia and the world are 
striving to improve OOHC systems for carers 
and the young people they care for.

There were common themes and issues that 
affect foster carers the world over. Some of 
these issues would be very familiar to carers 
in Victoria and include:

• recruiting and keeping carers

• whether to professionalise foster care

• fostering across cultures

• carers’ access to support and 
information

• permanency planning, and

• leaving care and supporting young 
people towards independence.

There were also several inspiring young 
people who spoke about their experiences 
in Out of Home Care. The standout message 
from these presenters was that what made 
the difference in their lives was the presence 
of an adult who invested in them and never 
gave up. For some that was a carer, for 

others a teacher. “We must 
never forget how important 
we can be for a child or 
young person on their 
journey through the care 
system.”

I would urge any carer out there who has a 
chance to attend a conference with FCAV 
to put in an application and make the most 
of the opportunity because you will gain so 
much.“

We must never forget how 
important we can be for a child 
or young person on their journey 
through the care system.

“

”
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Cultural Diversity 
Week

Next month, Victoria celebrates Cultural 
Diversity Week from 12-20 March, 2016.

It is a state-wide celebration aimed at 
promoting harmony, understanding, and 
acceptance of the many cultures in our 
community.

Coordinated by the Victorian Multicultural 
Commission, the week-long celebration 
coincides with Harmony Day on 21 March.

During Cultural Diversity Week, 
community and cultural groups host 
hundreds of festivals and events across 
the state to celebrate Victoria's cultural, 
linguistic and religious diversity.

With over 200 nationalities represented 
in the population of Victoria, there is a 
wealth of cultural learning to experience 
by participating in the many activities 
taking place during that week. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for 
carers to take their children along to the 
different events running throughout the 
week at different venues across Victoria.

Check our website for up to date 
information on upcoming events.

www.fcav.org.au

Also see these websites for further 
information: 

• http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.
au/projects-and-initiatives/cultural-
diversity-week/victorias-multicultural-
festival

• http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.
au/projects-and-initiatives/cultural-
diversity-week/cultural-diversity-
week-and-schools

• http://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/
harmony-day#.Vo3TUv7ouUk

• http://www.harmony.gov.au/

Carer Survey

FCAV continues to use the grant 
from the Ian Potter Foundation 
to conduct a 12 month project on 
cultural competence in relation to 
caring for children and young people 
in Out of Home Care who come 
from diverse cultural backgrounds.

Our main aims include:

• Understanding the proportion 
of carers caring for Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse 
(CALD) children and young 
people

• Increasing the number of carers 
calling FCAV’s Carer Information 
Support Service (CISS) with 
cultural support needs

• Providing support to carers 
caring for children and young 
people from a different cultural 
background to their own (via 
phone support, information and 
resources)

• Locating and distributing CALD 
specific resources to carers.

As part of the Foster Care 
Association’s ongoing work with 
CALD, we would like to know your 
views and suggestions about what 
carers need, so we have devised a 
survey. 

The survey will be live from Tuesday 
1 March, 2016 and will close at the 
end of May 2016. Your feedback is 
most valued, so if you could please 
go to the link below and answer the 
7 questions, it should only take a 
few minutes and we appreciate your 
time:

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/FCAVcarersurvey

Thank you!

The 29th Lonsdale Street Greek 
Festival will be held on the 27th and 28th 
of February 2016.

Come and join in the fun and enjoy all 
things Greek.

• Performances from local and 
international artists

• Designated Children’s area: face-
painting, rides, Greek dancing lessons, 
story telling

• Greek Food

• Greek dancing

• Many Stalls

For more information follow the links:

http://www.greekcentre.com.au/
antipodes-events/

http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.
au/Whatson/Festivals/Multicultural/
Pages/c2e111f7-5229-4e2b-b762-
054ad96576e5.aspx

Cultural Support Project

Caring for a child from a different 
cultural background? Interested in 
multicultural events near you? Take a 
look at the Calendar of Cultural and 
Religious Dates for inspiration and 
ways to celebrate.

http://fcav.org.au/carer-resources/
cultural-resources

For more information: 

Betti Gabriel, Cultural Support 
Worker

Email: b.gabriel@fcav.org.au

Phone:  9416 4292

Cultural and religious 
dates Calendar... 
 

Happy Chinese New Year! Celebrate the 
Lunar New Year at any of Melbourne’s 
3 Zoos. Admission is free for children 
under 16, on weekends, public and 
school holidays.
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Progress Report: 
Carer Advisory 

Groups

We are delighted to have received over 60 applications from carers to join one of four 
divisional Carer Advisory Groups (CAGS) being established across the State. 

CAG meeting will provide a mechanism for consultation and engagement between carers 
and sector partners such as DHHS and Community Service Organisations. 

Applications have closed and CAG membership confirmation has been completed, with 
inaugural CAG meetings scheduled in the next few weeks. 

For further information contact Kim Colvin at k.colvin@fcav.org.au or phone 9416 4292.

Minister launches 

new foster care line
Foster Carers, agency CEOs, DHHS and sector representatives 
converged on the Treetops Room at the Melbourne Museum 
to celebrate the launch of Fostering Connections.  With a warm 
welcome from Deb Tsorbaris, CEO of the Centre For Excellence 
in Child and Family Welfare, the special guest speakers included 
the Hon Jenny Mikakos and foster carer Louise Gilbert who 
shared her positive experiences as a respite carer.   Foster carers from a selection 
of agencies were invited to attend with all their children. The successful morning 
was brought to life by an animal handler introducing snakes, bearded dragons 
and bandicoots, whilst a face painter transformed children into fairies, tigers and 
assorted monsters.  

Over the coming weeks you may see various advertisements and articles 
promoting foster care and calling for new carers across Victoria as part of the 
Fostering Connections project. Look for the ads in the Herald Sun and online 
promoting the Fostering Connections website:

www.fosteringconnections.com.au  

Existing foster carers are a valuable and trusted resource to promote foster care to 
the community and we ask for your support to promote and drive the campaign 
to attract more carers across Victoria. 

Fostering Connections brings together 26 agencies across Victoria to provide 
prospective carers with everything they need to find the right agency to suit 
their needs along with a centralised website and 24/7 telephone number for new 
enquiries. Call Fostering Connections on:

Ph: 1800 013 088

Above: 
Minister 
Mikakos with 
foster carers 
at the recent 
‘Fostering 
Connections’ 
launch at 
Melbourne 
Museum 

Right: 
Animal 
handling for 
children at 
the launch

As many of you are aware, the amendments to the Children, Youth and 
Families Act 2005 are due to come into effect on 1 March 2016 and will 
change case planning and Children’s Court orders to provide children with 
timely outcomes.  

The amendments seek to achieve timelier decision-making by child protection and the Children’s Court about a child’s ongoing care 
arrangements, considering the importance of permanency for a child.  
Permanency is about a child having an ongoing care arrangement that keeps them safe and gives them a sense of certainty for the future. 
For most children this is about permanency in their parents’ care, but where that can’t be achieved, it’s about establishing an alternative on-
going care arrangement. 

Increasing the focus on permanency aims to:

• encourage timely reunification for children who come into Out of Home Care, where this is achievable

• prevent, wherever possible, children from drifting in or between placements without knowing where they will live in the future

• remove some of the barriers that currently prevent children from being placed on permanent care orders

• remove confusion for children, their parents and carers by simplifying court orders and aligning them with case plans.

Other information about the changes has been provided in previous editions of this newsletter available on the Foster Care Association 
Victoria website. Also, an information sheet is being sent to carers with February’s caregiver reimbursement payment.  Carers who would 
like specific information about what the changes will mean for a child or young person in their care are encouraged to speak to their agency 
worker or the child protection practitioner.    

Permanency for 
ChiLdren ChanGes



Contact

Foster Care Association of Victoria

Level 1, 398 Smith Street

Collingwood Vic 3066

Telephone: (03) 9416 4292

Email: admin@fcav.org.au

Website: www.fcav.org.au
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Stay in touch with the Foster Care 
Association online: 

 
Life After Loss:
Its effect on the 
developing child and you

An interactive session that will help you to better assist grieving children and young people, 
by reflecting on grief as a process, and improve awareness of your own grief journey.

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Understand the impact of loss and 
grief on the children in your care, on 
you, and others around you

• Consider your role in the recovery of 
children affected by loss and grief

• Recognise vicarious trauma - trauma 
that has transferred to you

• Appreciate the theory about 
attachment trauma, loss and grief 

Host agencies 

Anchor Foster Care, Anglicare & St Luke’s Anglicare, Baptcare Family Services, Barwon 
Child, Youth & Family, Berry Street, Brophy Family and Youth Services, Gippsland & East 
Gippsland Aboriginal Cooperative, Key Assets, Life Without Barriers, MacKillop Family 
Services, Mallee Accommodation & Support Program, Mallee District Aboriginal Services, 
Mallee Family Care, OzChild, Quantum Support Services, SalvoCare Eastern, Salvation 
Army Westcare, Uniting Care Gippsland, Uniting Care Werribee Support and Housing, 
Upper Murray Family Care, Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency, Wesley Mission 
Victoria, Wimmera Uniting Care.

SUITABLE AUDIENCE

Carers and staff from foster, permanent, residential, adoptive and kinship care, child 
protection workers, teachers/teacher’s aides, student welfare/wellbeing professionals.

 
 
 
 Gippsland (Morwell) - 2 March 2016

South Metro (Keysborough) - 9 March 2016

East Metro (Ringwood) - 19 April 2016

Shepparton - 21 April 2016

North Metro (Eaglemont) - 3 May 2016

West Metro (Sunshine) - 5 May 2016

Wangaratta - 10 May 2016

Mildura - 12 May 2016

Warrnambool - 17 May 2016

Geelong - 19 May 2016

PRESENTERS 

Anita Pell has over 30 
years’ experience in 
out-of-home care and 
understands the system.  
Anita has a strong 
commitment to service 
delivery enhancement 
and has been involved 

in a number of sector working groups.

Dates and Locations in 2016

FREE to carers and staff 
from host agencies!

Visit www.fcav.org.au or contact 
your agency for more information. 

Can’t attend a session in your 
area? Need help to offset 
expenses so you can attend? 
Call Gabbi Dalsasso at FCAV to 
discuss.

Carer Development - Free Training

Note: Single day sessions, held during school hours.

Andrew McCausland 
has over 25 years 
experience designing 
and delivering training 
and education programs 
in Government and 
community settings. 
Andrew has extensive 

experience in home based care and youth 
support programs. 


