
Welcome to Carer KaFÉ, a new 
program designed to improve and 
expand kinship and foster carer 
training Victoria-wide.

In September 2016 the Victorian 
Government announced $2.12 million 
funding over two years to a Kinship 
and Foster Care Learning and 
Development Strategy. 

We have chosen the name Carer 
KaFÉ for this new strategy. We hope 
you agree that it suggests a warm 
and companionable place for carers 
to talk, learn and share.

Carer KaFÉ will support a logical 
learning progression for carers and 
support conference attendance and 
accredited training.

We will work with agencies and 
training providers to develop and 
implement face-to-face training 
sessions and on-line training. 

New planning and funding processes 
are currently being developed.

Check out our back page training 
calendar to find a Carer KaFÉ session 
near you.

We look forward to meeting with you 
some time soon.
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About us
Carer KaFÉ is hosted by the Foster 
Care Association of Victoria and 
supported by a governing reference 
group.
 
Organisations represented on the 
Governing Reference Group are the:

 Department of Health and Human  
 Services (DHHS)

 Foster Care Association of Victoria  
 (FCAV)

 Kinship Carers Victoria (KCV)

 Centre for Excellence in Child 
 and Family Welfare

 Victorian Aboriginal Child Care  
 Agency (VACCA)

 Victorian Aboriginal Children and  
 Young People’s Alliance.

A Carer KaFÉ website will be 
developed soon. Until then our training 
calendar is hosted on the FCAV 
website 
www.fcav.org.au/news/training
 
Please email of phone us for a chat or 
to help with any queries.

Julie Sleight 
Project Manager
j.sleight@fcav.org.au

Harriet Alexander 
Project Administrator
h.alexander@fcav.org.au
Ph: (03) 9416 4292

Level 1, 398 Smith St, 
Collingwood VIC 3066

L–R: Carer KaFÉ staff Harriet Alexander and 
Julie Sleight.

Sept 2016. Right: The Hon. Jenny Mikakos MP, Minister for Families and 
Children and Minister for Youth Affairs, addresses the FCAV Carer Celebration 
Day at Parliament House. 

2015–16 Life After Loss workshops were hosted across Victoria by FCAV in 
partnership with community service agencies.

Shepparton March 2017: The Child’s World training hosted by Foster Care 
Association (FCAV) in partnership with Berry Street Childhood Institute. This 
training examines therapeutic approaches to recovery for children in care.

Carer KaFÉ acknowledges Traditional Owners 
of Country throughout Victoria and recognises 
their continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures; and to Elders both 
past and present.

http://www.fcav.org.au/news/training
mailto:j.sleight%40fcav.org.au?subject=Carer%20KaFE
mailto:h.alexander%40fcav.org.au?subject=Carer%20KaFE


The 2017 Shine a Light National 
Foster and Kinship Care Conference 
celebrates the contributions of those 
caring for those needing it most. 
Carers and professionals will come 
together to build community, learn 
and connect. 

Agencies will shortly receive advice 
about some financial support for 
carers to contribute to attendance 
expenses.

We’d love to see you there. 

15–16 September 2017
Pullman Hotel, Albert Park, Melbourne

Enquiries
www.shinealight2017.org.au
Facebook: 
@shinealightconference
Twitter: @shinealightconf

– coming soon
Funded by Carer KaFÉ, 

Kinship Carers Victoria is 
about to launch a new series 
of seminars for kinship carers 
new to the role within the last 
twelve months.
 
The program will establish 
ongoing support and learning 
groups for kinship carers in 
local areas, allowing carers 
to apply what they learn after 
each session and reflect at 
following sessions within their support group. The seminars 
will focus on services kinship carers can access locally, 
carer quality of care and wellbeing responsibilities and carer 
support rights. 

For more information contact:
director@grandparents.com.au 

Ph: (03) 9372 2422 

Check the Carer KaFÉ online 
calendar for updates.

Shine a Light  this September

Introduction to 
kinship care seminars

Hold the date

Raising Expectations
There is a lot happening in education. On Thursday 1 June 
2017 there is an education forum at the Queen Victoria 
Women’s Centre Melbourne CBD. This is a free event for 
kinship and foster carers on education related topics. 
 
It will provide information about new education initiatives, 
programs and support for young people in care or leaving 
care, and opportunities for carers to share experiences 
and to network. 
 
Also, the Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare 
will soon schedule half day workshops for foster and 
kinship carers on strategies to support learning for young 
people in kinship or foster care.
 
Contact:
Joanna Humphries 
Centre for Excellence.
Joanna.Humphries@cfecfw.asn.au  
(03) 9094 3509
or check the Carer KaFÉ calendar in April.

http://www.cvent.com/events/shine-a-light-conference/event-summary-14992e22c45b40ec9d3612cedcfe1346.aspx
mailto:director%40grandparents.com.au%20?subject=Introduction%20to%20kinship%20care%20seminars
http://www.fcav.org.au/news-events/calendar-of-events 
mailto:Joanna.Humphries%40cfecfw.asn.au%20?subject=Raising%20Expectations


How do I respond to a disclosure, 
or sexually concerning behaviour? 
What is sexual assault? What 
is needed to care for children 
and young people who have 
experienced sexual assault? How 
can using technology contribute to 
concerning sexual behaviour?

This training is for both foster and 
kinship carers.

The Child’s World
Therapeutic approaches to 
recovery 
Training for both new and experienced 
carers, this single-day training 
considers care for children through 
therapeutic messages, role modelling 
and dedication. Training this year has 
already run in Shepparton, Eaglemont 
and Sunshine.
Presented by the Berry Street 
Childhood Institute and FCAV.
Morwell   28 March 
Horsham 9 May 
Dandenong 16 May 
Kilsyth 18 May 
Mildura 24 May 
Wangaratta  30 May

Tracks to Healing
Supporting kinship carers to care 
for Aboriginal children. 

The training will provide an overview of 
Aboriginal kinship and its implications, 
as well as the impact of trauma on 
the wellbeing of Aboriginal children. 

Presented by SNAICC and the 
Australian Childhood Trauma Group.
Werribee  30 March 
www.theactgroup.com.au

Nikara’s Journey
This training follows the story of 
Nikara and her foster parents. It is 
about providing carers of Aboriginal 
children in out-of-home care with 
the understanding to assist them 
to support the best interests of the 
children in their care. 
Presented by the Victorian Aboriginal 
Child Care Agency (VACCA).
Wodonga  12 & 13 April 
Shepparton  19 & 20 April 
Sale  16 & 17 May
Wangaratta  7 & 8 June 
Bendigo  15 & 16 June 
Ringwood  27 & 28 June

Calendar
Preston 4 April 
Ballarat 19 April 
Dandenong 20 April 
Bendigo 2 May 
Shepparton 3 May 
Morwell 4 May 

Let’s Talk About It... 

For more information and details about how to 
book see Carer KaFÉ website
www.fcav.org.au/news-events/calendar-of-events

https://www.theactgroup.com.au/
https://www.fcav.org.au/news-events/calendar-of-events

